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January 12, 2013          Acts 10:34-38 

 

34 Then Peter began to speak: “I now realize how true it is that God does not show favoritism 35 but 

accepts from every nation the one who fears him and does what is right. 36 You know the message 

God sent to the people of Israel, announcing the good news of peace through Jesus Christ, who is Lord 

of all. 37 You know what has happened throughout the province of Judea, beginning in Galilee after 

the baptism that John preached— 38 how God anointed Jesus of Nazareth with the Holy Spirit and 

power, and how he went around doing good and healing all who were under the power of the devil, 

because God was with him. 

 

The Epiphany of Cornelius 

 

I.  Who was Cornelius? 

 

I am going to start today by talking about someone who is not even mentioned in this text, but he plays a 

significant role in the whole context of what is being said.  His name is Cornelius.  He was a centurion in 

what was called the Italian Regiment of the Roman army.  A centurion was in charge of a hundred soldiers 

among a legion of 6,000 men.  He was located in Caesarea on the eastern border of the Mediterranean Sea.   

 

Luke tells us some amazing things about Cornelius.  He was a convert to Judaism, and his whole family 

believed as well.  He gave his money to the poor.  He prayed to God every day.  When Peter came to visit 

him, this powerful soldier wasn’t too proud to bow down to Peter in reverence.  What is more is that an angel 

appeared to him in a vision and said to him, “Your prayers and gifts to the poor have come up as a 

memorial offering before God.”   God took notice of what Cornelius had done and even commended him 

for his faithfulness.  He told Cornelius to send for Peter so that Peter could explain to him who Jesus was and 

what Jesus did for him.  When Peter arrived at his house there was a “large gathering of people.”   

 

Here you have a powerful and influential soldier who was a faithful believer.  He was generous with the 

money he made.  He had a heart for the poor.  He brought up his family in the faith.  He was regular in 

prayer.  God used his powerful position to attract other people to come and listen to Peter when he arrived.   

 

God knows we need more men like this.   It seems like par for the course that so many Christian men today 

are passionate about sports and hunting and work; but its hard to find men that are passionate about prayer 

and their relationship with the Lord.   Why can’t it be both?  A majority of the time it is the women who are 

encouraging worship attendance, and not the men.  Children will witness their fathers watching TV, drinking 

beer, and uttering a few profanities here and there; yelling at the children to get them in line.  But many of 

these same children have a hard time hearing or seeing their fathers pray with them or singing in church. 

 You don’t have to be vulgar and short tempered to be a man, neither do you have to be a childish buffoon. 

  Your wife would probably like nothing more than for you to show good leadership when it comes to this; a 

man who is serious about his relationship with the LORD.  Statistics show that when the father is faithful in 

worship, the percentage of children that remain faithful goes way up.   Young men, the last thing this world 

needs is another foul mouthed and vulgar jerk.  It is such a rare thing to find a good and solid Christian man 

in our society.  You may not have the influence and power of the centurion, but God could still use your 

example to the men you work with and your family in order to let the light of Christ shine on them.  This is 

what God did through Cornelius, and He can do the same through you. 
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II.  Came through Peter 

 

Peter was a prominent leader within the Jewish community.  He happened to be outside of Jerusalem in the 

town of Joppa, about 30 miles south of Caesarea.  While he was waiting to eat, he was on the roof praying. 

 He fell into a trance and was also given a vision from God of animals coming from heaven on a sheet.  They 

were ceremonially unclean animals; so that Jews were not allowed to eat them according to their Old 

Testament regulations.  In this vision Peter was told three times to kill and eat.  God said to him, “Don’t call 

anything that I have made “unclean.”  After the vision, God timed it so that three men from Cornelius 

arrived at his door and invited him over to Caesarea.  Peter recognized that the unclean animals represented 

the Gentiles, so Peter went. 

 

Listen carefully to what Peter said once he arrived at Cornelius’ house.  First, he told Cornelius to get up and 

stop bowing before him, for he was just a man too.  Then when Peter entered the house he said, “You are 

well aware that it is against our law for a Jew to associate with or visit a Gentile. But God has shown 

me that I should not call anyone impure or unclean.  So when I was sent for, I came without raising 

any objection. May I ask why you sent for me?”  Peter was basically saying, “You wouldn’t catch me here 

dead if it weren’t for this vision from the LORD.”  But when God told him to go, he had to put aside his 

ceremonial training and follow.  When Peter returned to Jerusalem the Word tells us that many of his fellow 

Jews were criticizing him for going into the house of a Gentile and eating with him.  This was a shocking 

and offensive thing for the Jews to do; and Peter did exactly that; against his very training and upbringing. 

 

What does this tell us?  God wanted the Cornelius to come to a full knowledge of the Truth; He wanted them 

to see the Light.  It wasn’t good enough for Cornelius to only believe in the shadow of the Messiah when the 

Messiah had come.  The only way this could be done was if he supplied a vision from heaven in order to get 

Peter to go to Cornelius’ house.  It wasn’t even on Peter’s radar to cross the boundaries in this way.  God had 

to intervene with visions from heaven and impeccable timing to bring Peter and Cornelius together.  He also 

had to enlighten Peter and his fellow Jews that they needed to reach out to the Gentiles.  What an amazing 

thing!  God can work through any barriers to reach through to people; and He did exactly that.    

 

God was willing to do a lot in order to enlighten Cornelius.  Peter had to risk his reputation with his fellow 

Jews in order to reach out to Cornelius.  Maybe you too know someone that you are uncomfortable talking 

with; someone that repulses you.  How would you respond if they showed up in church today?  Would you 

sit on the opposite side of church and hate the fact that they were in church with you?  Or would you be 

happy that they had come to hear the Word?  Would you pray for them while they were in church?  Would 

you be so bold as to welcome them?  Like them or not, you still have the command from God to make 

disciples of all nations.  Forget about what you’re comfortable with.  Life isn’t about how comfortable you 

can be.    

 

 

There may be someone in the community that has a terrible reputation.  Perhaps they’ve earned it.  But 

maybe time has softened them.  Maybe in hindsight they feel guilty over the messes they’ve made.  Perhaps 

they’ve had some Christian training but have never really been taught about forgiveness and mercy.  Maybe 

if tried to connect with that person he or she would welcome some open arms and the forgiveness of Christ. 

 It could be that the community would look down on us for having such a scoundrel as a member of our 

congregation.  The Christian community might call us liberal and tolerant of sin.  Are we willing to risk it for 

the spread of the Gospel and the salvation of their soul?    
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III. Pointed to Christ 

 

Now we get to today’s text.  Peter was miraculously brought together with Cornelius.  He didn’t just use the 

moment to say, “Hi, nice to meet you.  What’s up?”  He knew that the Holy Spirit had brought them together 

so that Cornelius and his family and friends would see the true light of Christ.  

 

Peter began to speak: “I now realize how true it is that God does not show favoritism 35 but accepts 

from every nation the one who fears him and does what is right. 36 You know the message God sent to 

the people of Israel, announcing the good news of peace through Jesus Christ, who is Lord of all. 37 

You know what has happened throughout the province of Judea, beginning in Galilee after the 

baptism that John preached— 38 how God anointed Jesus of Nazareth with the Holy Spirit and 

power, and how he went around doing good and healing all who were under the power of the devil, 

because God was with him. 

 

Peter offered a first-hand epiphany of exactly who Jesus was and what Jesus exactly did.  He said that it all 

started with John’s baptism and Jesus’ anointing; referring to Jesus’ own baptism; which then started his 

ministry in Galilee and went far beyond that.    

 

Remember that when John was asked to baptize Jesus he didn’t feel that Jesus should be baptized.  Baptism 

was for forgiveness, and Jesus didn’t need that.   But Jesus said, “It is necessary for this to happen in 

order to fulfill all righteousness.”  It didn’t take long for John to see why.  The Father called from heaven 

for all to hear, “This is my beloved Son.”  The Holy Spirit came and landed on Jesus; clearly defining to 

John and the world that Jesus was the Christ.  There could be no doubt in John’s mind who Jesus was.  The 

Epiphany was clear. 

 

Look then at what Jesus did after his anointing with the Holy Spirit.  Starting at Galilee, he went from 

synagogue to synagogue, healing the sick and chasing out demons.  People came from miles around to bring 

their sick and demon possessed.  After gathering all of this attention, Jesus then fully revealed Himself and 

His mission by being crucified for the sins of the world and rising from the dead.  The vision was clear. 

 Instead of receiving forgiveness in His baptism, Jesus was baptized in order to bring us forgiveness.   

 

Peter pointed back to Jesus’ baptism as a defining moment in the beginning of Jesus’ public ministry.  As he 

sat in Cornelius’ presence Peter began to see how far this good news was meant to go; even the Gentiles 

were meant to be sought and saved.  Shortly thereafter, the Holy Spirit used this message of Christ to 

enlighten Cornelius, his family, relatives and close friends.  They were all baptized into Christ.  They wanted 

to be given what Jesus had earned.  They too wanted to be connected with Jesus and His forgiveness.  They 

went from believers living in the shadows to believers living in the Light.  The message of Christ and the 

baptism of Christ enlightened them to see who Jesus really was and is.  They were given the Epiphany. 

 

Take a step back now and think about the big picture of this whole story.  What does it mean to have an 

Epiphany - to be “enlightened”?    

 

There’s an intellectual elitism in today’s world that tends to look down on Christians as idiotic cavemen who 

know nothing.  Why?  Because we believe in a young Earth and we say that the Bible is God’s Word.  We 

believe that Jesus walked on water; stilled storms; rose from the dead.  According to humanism we are living 

in a dream world; because the real world measures to be millions of years old.  The real world says that we 
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evolved.  The real world doesn’t have people walking on water.  The real world doesn’t need anyone telling 

anyone what is right and wrong.  We need to stop using the Bible to keep people in the dark of what Science 

really says is the truth.  They firmly and angrily believe that we need the epiphany.  

 

In the religious world of our day, it is also unloving and dark minded to think that Muslims need to convert 

to Christianity or to think that there is something wrong with Hindus or Jews just because they reject Christ, 

especially when they are seeking their gods very diligently.  It is thought of as unloving to try and tear 

people from their heritage in order to try and enlighten them with Christ and baptize them.  The bishop of the 

Episcopal church even went so far as to claim that the Apostle Paul did an unloving thing by freeing a 

demon possessed slave girl by depriving her of her “gift” of telling the future.   

 

What I really find sad is that even within Lutheran circles it seems there are more who are putting off the 

baptism of their own children.  Some also are not too worried about whether their kids make it to worship or 

receive training in God’s Word.  The urgency is gone.  People simply don’t believe that God will condemn 

anyone to hell; that there is any real sin or damnation; it seems that more than ever are thinking, “My kids 

are fine just as they are.”   It seems that Bible stories are being treated more like “nice things to know” rather 

than an essential message of sin and salvation in Christ.  

 

If all that was good enough for God, He never would have had to send Peter 30 miles to the north to explain 

to Cornelius who the Christ was.  Cornelius never would have needed to be baptized.  If it was good enough 

for Cornelius just to pray and give to the poor, then we would need no Savior to be baptized and die on a 

cross if God rewards people for simply praying and being generous people.   

 

Jesus’ baptism makes it clear that He was never meant to be just another wise man; He was meant to be the 

Light of the World; the One and Only who would live completely for God and for us; healing the sick and 

freeing the demon possessed; even dying on a cross under the wrath of God.  He came to be our Savior from 

sin, death and the devil.  God wanted Cornelius and He wants the world to see who Jesus is: the only way of 

salvation. . . the only way to true enlightenment.  

 

God used this simple washing to work through Jesus and to enlighten the world to see who He was.  So we 

see how God works to enlighten people.  God doesn’t need to use scientific measurements or majority 

decisions or emotional feelings.  He uses simple things like water and the Word; and He works powerful 

miracles through them.  Just as the Holy Spirit landed on Jesus, the Holy Spirit comes into us in baptism, and 

enables us to see the truth of Christ.    

 

The Epiphany is clear.  There is Light - His name is Christ.  There is also darkness.  Today the contrast is 

clearer than ever.  It should be.  You either jump in the boat with Christ in your baptism and proclaim Him 

as your Savior or go on and jump out and try it on your own.  Cornelius was given the Epiphany and he was 

all in; he wanted to be bathed in Him along with all His family.  Are you? Amen.   


